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Liturgical Notes on the new Ordinariate Missal
Septuagesima and the Pre-Lenten Sundays
By Clinton A. Brand, PhD

This Sunday you may be surprised to see purple vestments and purple antependia at the altar, lectern, and pulpit – here
almost three weeks before Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. As part of the ongoing implementation of the new
Missal approved by the Holy See for the Ordinariates, we begin a practice new to this parish but ancient and universal in
Catholic worship from the 6th century until 1969 and a custom retained in the classic Anglican Books of Common Prayer –
that is, the observance of a pre-Lenten period of preparation for the season of Lent which is itself a time of preparation for
the joyous exultation of Easter.
If the liturgical year rightly begins with Advent anticipating Our Lord's Nativity, the sanctification of time finds its center
and axis in the Paschal mystery of His death, burial, and rising to new life. By traditional reckoning, Easter falls on the first
Sunday following the first full moon that occurs on or after the day of the ecclesiastical vernal equinox, fixed as March 21.
Following the formula decreed by the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD and later adjusted with the adoption of the Gregorian
calendar in 1582, Easter can occur as early as March 22 or as late April 25. Ash Wednesday never comes before February
4 or after March 10. As we heard earlier this year in the Proclamation of the Date of Easter on Epiphany, Easter will be
celebrated in 2016 on March 27, and hence Ash Wednesday comes around this year on February 10.
The holy season of Lent, then, is just around the corner. According to the traditional liturgical calendar, long shared by
Catholics and Anglicans alike (together with the Eastern Churches and some Lutherans), the last three Sundays before Ash
Wednesday constitute a special pre-Lenten season focused on preparing the faithful for their penitential regimen. Though
this pre-Lenten season was lost for a time after the post-conciliar liturgical reforms following Vatican II, it is preserved in
the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite and now features in Ordinariate usage. On these Sundays the liturgical color is
violet, the Gloria in excelsis Deo and the Alleluia go silent, and the Mass propers assume a penitential character – as in Lent
– but unlike Lent flowers still adorn the altar and images remain unveiled until the season actually begins on
Ash Wednesday.
By this symbolism, the Church invites the people of God to voluntary self-examination and discernment to ready our senses,
minds, and souls for the rigors of the coming season of repentance. While Pre-Lent is not a period of obligatory fasting or
abstinence, it is a time to look ahead and to formulate a personal rule of self-denial in order to keep a more holy Lent. In
other words, by external signs of penitence in the liturgy before the season, we are beckoned to prepare for the internal
disciplines of Lent that we may do the Lord’s bidding in sorrow for our sins, “not only with our lips, but in our lives,” and
that we might rejoice all the more fervently for our deliverance from the bonds of death on the glorious feast of the
Resurrection.
By ancient tradition, the third Sunday before Lent is called Septuagesima since it numbers about seventy days until Easter,
recalling also the seventy-year exile of the Hebrews in Babylon. By analogy, the second Sunday in this sequence is Sexagesima, falling as it does some sixty days before the Paschal feast. The last Sunday before Ash Wednesday is
Quinquagesima, fifty days out from Easter. Quadragesima is the traditional Latin name for the first Sunday in Lent or "the
fortieth day" before Easter. Prominently restored in the Ordinariate Calendar, these Latinate names recall a worthy
patrimony and help mark the essential transition from the festivity of Christmastide to the more somber character of Lent.
In the medieval England, the beginning of this pre-Lenten season was popularly commemorated by the ritual “burying of the
Alleluia” just after First Vespers of Septuagesima when A lleluia was sung for the last time. Inscribed on parchment the
word A lleluia was interred in a casket and “buried” or locked away until its “resurrection” at the Easter Vigil. This
ceremony of the Depositio A lleluia served to illustrate the captivity of sin until Christ by His victory bursts forth from the
tomb, making all things new, and giving us tongues again to sing A lleluia! He is risen!
The Fathers and Doctors of the Church richly attest to the importance of the pre-Lenten Sundays as a call to ongoing
conversion of life, a summons to turn to the Lord in metanoia or repentance. Pope Saint Gregory the Great likened the
sequence of these Sundays to the call of the householder in Our Lord’s parable of the workers in the vineyard
(Matthew 20:1-16, the ancient Gospel reading on Septuagesima). More recently, Blessed Pope Paul VI famously compared
the ‘gesimas (as these Sundays are known) to the ringing of bells calling the faithful to church at various intervals before
Mass to be ready for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
Dr. Brand is a member of Our Lady of Walsingham parish in Houston and serves as professor of English at the University of St. Thomas.
He was a member of the interdicatserial commission, Anglicanae traditiones, which was charged with the development of the liturgical
documents for the use of the Ordinariates. For his contributions to that effort, Pope Francis named Professor Brand a Knight of the
Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great.

The Sunday Called Septuagesima
(Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)
January 24, 2016
Divine Worship Order of Holy Mass
Low Mass 8:00 am, Sung Mass 10:30am, Low Mass 6:00 pm
See Mass card or Mass booklet
Collect
O LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people: that we, who are justly punished for
our offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ
thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.
Amen.
First Reading

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

In those days: Ezra the priest brought the law before
the assembly, both men and women and all who could
hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh
month. And he read from it facing the square before
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe
stood on a wooden pulpit which they had made for the
purpose. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all
the people, for he was above all the people; and when
he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the
LORD, the great God; and all the people answered,
"Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands; and they bowed
their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces
to the ground. And Ezra and the Levites read from the
book, from the law of God, clearly; and they gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said
to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your
God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to
them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine
and send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

Gradual: Psalm 9:9,10,18,19

Read responsively at 8am & 6pm Masses
Chanted by the Choir at 10:30 Mass.

Reader: The Lor d will be a r efuge in
the time of trouble;
and they that know thy Name will put their
trust in thee:
All: for thou, Lor d, hast never failed them that
seek thee.
Reader: For the poor shall not always be
forgotten;
the patient abiding of the meek shall not perish
for ever:
All: up, Lor d, and let not man have the upper
hand.
Second Reading

I Corinthians 12:12-14, 27

Brethren: Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member but of
many. Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.

Tract: Psalm 130:1-4

Prayers of the People Form IV

Read responsively at 8am & 6pm Masses
Chanted by the Choir at 10:30 Mass.

Reader: Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O
Lord:
Lord, hear my voice.
All: O let thine ear s consider well: the voice of my
complaint.
Reader: If thou, Lor d, wilt be extr eme to mar k
what is done amiss:
O Lord, who may abide it?
All: For ther e is mer cy with thee: ther efor e shalt
thou be feared.
THE HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a
narrative of the things which have been accomplished
among us, just as they were delivered to us by those
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also,
having followed all things closely for some time past,
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, that you may know the truth concerning
the things of which you have been informed. At that
time: Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee, and a report concerning him went out through
all the surrounding country. And he taught in their
synagogues, being glorified by all. And he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went
to the synagogue, as was his custom, on the sabbath
day. And he stood up to read; and there was given to
him the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. He opened the
book and found the place where it was written, "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." And he
closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and
sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him. And he began to say to them, "Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."

+++
The Knights of Columbus are selling
Super Bowl tamales!!! Come into the
parish hall after all Masses to buy
yours before they sell out!!!

Let us offer our prayers to Almighty God.
The reader continues:
Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly
serve thee;
That thy Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, for Jeffrey, our
Administrator, Steven, Bishop-elect, Michael, Bishop of Fort
Worth, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of thy Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of
the world;
That they may work for thy peace on earth.
Give us grace to do thy will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favour in thy sight.
Have compassion on (N., N.,...) and those who suffer from any
grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to (N., N.,…) and all the departed eternal rest;
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise thee for the Blessed Virgin Mary, for Saint Peter,
[for Saint N.] and for all thy saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in thy heavenly kingdom.

+++
For those expecting children: Clar e & Louie; Kar en &
Kevin; Allison & Tim; Stephanie & Jeremy; Lisa & Ben; Katie
& Dan; Alex & Zachary; Shannon & Brendan; Ellen & Ryan;
Christina & John; Erin & Tim; Megan & Bart; Julie & Christopher; Rebecca & Thomas.
For those celebrating anniversaries: Sunday: Tomas
Aparicio [B]; W ednesday: Stephen Schmitt [B]; Alexander
Volpe [B]; Thursday: Julia Hager [B]; Thomas Heitzenrater
[B]; Adhel Kowal [B]; Saturday: Martin Durbec [B].
For those in special need: Colleen; Gina; Nina; Soan;
Chiem; Amy; Arlene; Brenden; Van; Jamie; Ann; Peter; Amy;
Zachary; Joe; Margie; Chuck; Bruce; Quin; Louise; Emma;
Beverly; Shelli; Ray; Echo.
For those serving in our armed forces: Byr on; Taylor ;
Luke; Tommy; Christian; Chelsey; Dillon; Mathew; Alton;
Annie; Josh; Sebastian; Brandon; James; Jacob.
For the faithful departed:
Anniversaries of Death: Sunday: Justin McFeeters; Norma
Carboni; Monday: Frances Dake Dimmitt McBee; Allan
Madison McBee; Tuesday: Wanda Heath; Mac Hearn Forson;
Mary Weis; W ednesday: Donald Lloyd Carlson, Sr.;
Thursday: Kay Freeman.

Adult choir: 7:00 Wednesdays &
9:15 Sundays.
Youth-Children Choir: after the
10:30 Mass on Sundays.
We are looking for new members!!!

MUSIC

St. Mary’s this Week

Prelude……….….Draw Us to Thee, Johann Gottfried Walther
Entrance…………..…………………………..……….……285
KYRIE…………………..…………………………………..S91
Offertory Hymn………..….……………….........……....…435
SANCTUS………………………..………………………..S114
Our Father……………………………………...…....…...S119
AGNUS DEI………………………………….……..….....S158
Communion Hymn……….…….…..……....……...………309
Anthem……………….......…God Be In My Head, John Rutter
Final Hymn……….……….....…………...………………..684
Postlude………….…….Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word,
……………………………………………..Michael Praetorius

If our Priest cannot offer the Mass you have scheduled due to
an emergency or other commitment, your Mass intention will
be said elsewhere or at another Mass. Any questions, please
call the Parish Office.

A. M. D. G.

Monday, January 25

Flowers: SMV for the repose of the soul of Chuck
Pelletier.
Sanctuary Light: SMV for the people of the parish.
Lamp at the Crucifix: SMV for the people of the
parish.
Lamp at the Shrine of Our Lady: The Br ignac family
for a special intention.
Lamp at the Shrine of Joseph: Bella Kaplan in loving
memory of Carl Kaplan.
Lamp at the Shrine of St. Therese: SMV for the people
of the parish.
Lamp at the Shrine of Blessed Charles I: SMV for the
people of the parish.

Sunday, January 24
Mass at 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm
Lessons from the Lectionary at 9:15 am
Open Forum with the Pastor at 9:15 am
Adult Choir rehearsal at 9:15 am
Youth/Children’s Choir rehearsal at 12:15 pm
K of C Meeting at 12:30 pm
Fr.’s Day Off

Tuesday, January 26
Mass at 7:00 pm
Deann, Bryce, Zachary, Alex & Anibelle Ziba

Wednesday, January 27
Mass at 12:00 pm
Confessions at 11:00 am
S.I. Chuck Pelletier, RIP
Adult Choir rehearsal at 7:00 pm

Thursday, January 28
Mass at 12:00 pm

Friday, January 29
Those who are scheduled to serve but unable to carry
out the assignment are asked to arrange substitutes and
contact the Parish Office (817.460.2278) ASAP.
January 24
8 am

Altar Server
Ushers

Craig Southard
Eli Castro / Nance FitzGibbon

10:30 am Master of Ceremonies
Greg Ahern
Thurifer
William Morris
Crucifer
Will Crawford
Torchbearers
Martin Morris / Joseph Morris
Boat Boy
John Paul Morris
First Reading
Joe Morris
Intercessory Prayers
Ellen Thomas
Oblationers
The Blue Family
Ushers
Tom Nelson / Bill Thomas
6:00 pm Altar Server
Ushers
Office Help

Adrian Medrano / Derek Histen (C)
Stephanie Medrano / Christy Assid
Virginia Thomas

The Parish Offering
Weekly Offertory Forecast……….……….$6,000.00
Actual Offertory Collected……...….…..…$8,596.00
Variance..…..………...............................+$2,596.00
Thank you for your loving support.

Mass at 9:00 am
S.I. Leandro Escobeda, RIP
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 9:30 am

Saturday, January 30
Mass at 9:00am
Confessions from 10:00-11:00 am

Sunday, January 31
Mass at 8:00am, 10:30am, 6:00pm
Lessons from the Lectionary at 9:15 am
Open Forum with the Pastor at 9:15 am
Adult Choir rehearsal at 9:15 am
Youth/Children’s Choir rehearsal at 12:15 pm

Next Sunday is
The Sunday Called Sexagesima
(Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
SMV is STILL in GREAT NEED of a
few more ushers & is now accepting
MEN & WOMEN volunteers.
PLEASE give an hour or 2 per month
during Mass. Contact Stephen Schmitt at
stephen.defocused@gmail.com for the 10:30am
Mass or Paul Denning, pjcadenning@yahoo.com
for the 6:00pm Mass. You may also call the
Parish Office at 817-460-2278.

